VOLUME 43

Spring 2021

EDITION 4



Visit our website

Focus on
Best Management
Practices
Pasture Walk at Swallow Hill Farm Highlights Native
Warm Season Grasses for Forage and Grazing
Swallow Hill Farm Pasture Walk Report
by Gabriel Pent
A group of 40 participants enjoyed a
pleasant evening during a pasture walk at
Tim and Sue Tobin’s Swallow Hill Farm on
May 13. Tim Tobin, the 2021 VFGC
Outstanding Forage Producer of the Year,
presented an overview of his farm
operations and cattle and forage
management while participants walked
through his pastures.
The focus of the tour was on renovation of pastures to novel endophyte tall
fescue and legume mixtures as well as conversion to native warm season
grasses. Tim also utilizes diverse mixtures of cool season annual forages in
rotation with mixtures of warm season annuals for his cattle.
Tim utilizes novel endophyte tall fescue and a portable shade structure to
reduce the severity of heat stress for his cattle, particularly his growing
stockers and finishers. Tim cites research that indicates 20% improvements in
gain for growing cattle provided with shade compared to cattle without shade.
Tim also notices how much more his cattle relish his novel endophyte tall

fescue compared to the typical Kentucky 31 pastures.
Tim converted an eight-acre pasture into Eastern gamagrass in 2019 and
another pasture into a mixture of big bluestem, little bluestem, and Indiangrass
in 2020. More information on Tim’s farm and his experience establishing native
warm season grasses may be found by searching for “SPES-308NP” at
https://resources.ext.vt.edu/
While the sun set (and at peak forage sugar levels), the group enjoyed
watching Tim turn in a group of around 40 weaned calves and finishers onto a
day’s worth of annual ryegrass, oats, crimson clover, hairy vetch, Austrian
winter peas, radishes, and turnips.
This pasture walk was supported in part by a USDA-NRCS Conservation
Innovation Grant and the National Grazing Lands Coalition and was a
partnership between the VFGC, Virginia Agricultural Experiment Station,
Virginia Cooperative Extension, the Hanover-Caroline Soil and Water
Conservation District, and NRCS.
Reprinted with permission from Gabriel Pent, VFGC

Partner Spotlight
-Jesse BanderJesse Bander (right) is a Natural Resources
Specialist with the Virginia Department of
Forestry, his second role with the
department, having previously served as a
Forest Technician alongside his predecessor
and fishing buddy, Dave Terwilliger (left).
Jesse is also a VCU graduate and Army
veteran who often attributes his love of
forestry to time spent in the tree-less deserts
of Iraq and Afghanistan.
The Virginia Department of Forestry's mission is to protect and develop
healthy, sustainable forest resources for Virginians. To achieve this, most of
Jesse's work centers on helping landowners with forest management planning
and practice implementation, education and outreach and wildland firefighting.
He is a a resource for anyone in the county with questions about the health of
their forest, or even a tree in their front yard! Virginia DOF works closely with
Hanover-Caroline SWCD to expand outreach and provide more holistic
management recommendations to private landowners. Jesse's work as a
forester also includes supporting the District with education programs like
Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience field days and Envirothon.

Rollins-Williams, Loucas, Conti,
Awarded Scholarships

Jordyn Rollins-Williams

Helena Loucas

Peyton Conti

Hanover-Caroline SWCD annually awards three $5000 college
scholarships to outstanding high school seniors in Hanover and Caroline
counties. Applicants must indicate they have chosen to pursue academic
studies in conservation, agricultural or environmental fields.
Jordyn Rollins-Williams, a Caroline County resident, graduated from
Caroline High School this June, ranking 5th in her class. A member of the
National Honor Society, National Beta Club, and James Farmer Scholars,
Jordyn also held SCA class offices, served as percussion captain for the
CHS marching band, and held leadership roles in many other extracurricular activities. Jordyn was also recognized for perfect attendance,
kindergarten through twelfth grade, and received the Outstanding
Leadership recognition from the Caroline County School Board. Ms.
Rollins-Williams plans to attend Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia this
fall where she will major in environmental science and policy.
Helena Loucas, a Hanover resident, graduated from
Atlee High School in June. A member of the National Honor Society,
National Beta Club and National Green School Society, Helena was also
active in Atlee High School's Theater Raiders Players and Show Choir.
She participated in many extra curricular and volunteer activities in her

community and at Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral.
Ms. Loucas will attend Longwood College in the fall, where she will major
in environmental science.
Peyton Conti, also a Hanover resident, graduated from Mechanicsville
High School in June. A member of the National Honor Society, National
Beta Club, Spanish Honors Society, and International Thespian Society,
Peyton also participated in many extra-curricular activities and worked as
a lifeguard at Battlefield Green Pool and the YMCA. Peyton plans to
attend Radford University in the fall where she will major in music
therapy with a minor in environmental science.
Congratulations, Jordyn, Helena and Peyton!

New Planting Equipment!

The District replaced its older 7'
no-till drill with a new Great
Plains 7' end-wheel no-till
compact drill.
Great Plains Drill Lease Agreement
Great Plans 706NT Drill Video General info

Also available is a new Dew
Drop drill, a battery-operated,
small-scale planter, to be pulled
by an ATV. This drill will be
powered by a solar charger and
stored and transported on a
trailer.

Great Plains 706NT Drill Video Calibration

Watch this short video about the Dew Drop, by the man who built it.

For questions or drill reservations
email Kathy Shamblin or call 804-537-3009.

Upcoming Events
DISTRICT BOARD MEETINGS
Hanover-Caroline SWCD Board meetings are held on
the second Tuesday of each month and are open to the public.
Click here for the H-C SWCD Calendar.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION SERIES

Discover Your Watershed
Hanover–Caroline SWCD has developed a
new virtual series, Discover Your
Watershed, aimed at individual
neighborhoods within District boundaries
that share a watershed address.
The three-part webinar series begins with
a local watershed overview using maps to
follow the journey of runoff from the

neighborhood to Chesapeake Bay; a
discussion of residents' conservation
concerns on their own property, and an
overview of the Water-Wise Home
Challenge.
Any District resident may earn the WaterWise Home garden flag by taking the WaterWise Home Challenge. Is your home "WaterWise"?
The second webinar is devoted to
understanding the community's soils,
preventing erosion, and two ideas for the
residential landscape: conservation
landscaping and rain gardens.
The third and final webinar focuses on
Virginia's native plants, why they are a better choice, and finally an overview of
the popular Landscaping With Virginia Natives series.
To schedule the FREE Discover Your Watershed series for your community,
faith-based organization, or civic group, contact District education
specialist, Karen Fetty at 804-537-3025 or kifetty@hanovercounty.gov

Make-and-Take Workshops
DID YOU KNOW?
Stormwater runoff carries pollution from your local watershed into nearby
streams, rivers, and all waterways downstream, ultimately to Chesapeake Bay.
You can help Save the Bay with one of these simple conservation practices.
RAIN BARRELS

A single 1-inch rain
storm falling on a 1000
sq. ft. roof results in
600+ GALLONS of
runoff!
Rain barrels help prevent

PET WASTE
DIGESTERS

America's 83
million pet dogs
produce 10.6
million tons of
poop every year!
Pet waste digesters
help reduce harmful
pollutants such as
nitrogen and the

VERMICOMPOST BINS

Earthworms can convert
your kitchen garbage into
black, earthy, nutrient-rich
humus that can be used to
grow delicious vegetables
and houseplants.
Vermicompost enhances
plant growth, suppresses
disease in plants, increases

soil erosion, reduce
bacteria, E. coli,
porosity and microbial activity
flooding, and protect the
from entering our
in soil, and improves water
ecosystem of your local
waterways. Help
retention and aeration.
stream and all waterways
protect the
Vermicompost also benefits
downstream, including
ecosystems of your the environment by reducing
Chesapeake Bay.
local stream and
the need for chemical
A rain barrel captures
ALL waterways
fertilizers and decreasing the
runoff from your roof. The
downstream,
amount of waste going to
water can then be used to
including
landfills.
water plants, irrigate
Chesapeake Bay!
gardens, wash cars, or
bathe your fur baby.

WORKSHOP DATES
Residents of Hanover and Caroline counties only, please.

RAIN BARRELS - $50
June 26 — Pole Green Park, Mechanicsville
July 24 — Caroline Rec. Park, Milford
August 14 — Poor Farm Park, Ashland
VERMICOMPSTING BINS & PET WASTE DIGESTERS - $10
June 9 — Wayside Park, Hanover
July 10 — Poor Farm Park, Ashland
August 14 — Poor Farm Park, Ashland
All materials and tools provided by H-C SWCD
*All current state COVID-19 guidelines will be observed

REGISTER HERE!

Hanover-Caroline Soil & Water
Conservation District
13224 Hanover Courthouse Road, Suite 201
P.O. Box 446
Hanover, VA 23069-0446
(804) 537-3009
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Many Thanks to Our Runoff Sponsors!

