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Shown below is a preliminary draft of the minutes of the Hanover County Board of Supervisors for March 26, 2014.  

Minutes in final form will be presented to the Board for approval at a future date. 

 

VIRGINIA:   At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors for Hanover 

County held in the Board Room of the Hanover County Administration Building on 

the 26th day of March, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Mr. Sean M. Davis, Chairman 
  Mr. Wayne T. Hazzard, Vice-Chairman  
  Mrs. Angela Kelly-Wiecek 

Mr. W. Canova Peterson 
Mr. Aubrey M. Stanley 
Mr. G.E. “Ed” Via, III 
Mr. Elton J. Wade, Sr. 

  Mr. Cecil R. Harris, Jr., County Administrator 
Mr. Sterling E. Rives, III County Attorney 

 
I. Call to Order 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  All Board Members were 

present. 

 

A. The invocation was given by Mr. Davis 

B. The pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Hazzard 

 

II. Public Hearing 

 Mr. Davis announced the items on the agenda for the public hearing.  He asked if 

Board Members had any comments or questions.  

 Mr. Peterson stated that clarification was needed from reports that were made 

following the last meeting. Over the past two weeks there has been a lot of talk about a 

two cent tax cut. Me stated that the chairman had properly noted  that while this was 

brought up, it was not a proposal or a board initiative. As one might expect, the talk of 

consideration of a tax cut when many of those around us are looking at tax increases 

probably came as a shock of a lot of people. Unfortunately tax cut comments 
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overshadowed what was intended to be taking place. The bigger question was about the 

scope of contingency funds being held by Hanover County and whether or not these 

funds were appropriate. There are a number of funds, some being designated for specific 

use.  The most important of which is a cash reserve fund that has been wisely set aside to 

ensure the continued AAA bond rate.  This fund needs to be 10% of the budget to receive 

this rating.  Our fund is a healthy 12.6% which we are all committed to maintaining. He 

commended Mr. Harris and the financial staff for handling things so well that we have 

that. Other funds are to be used for economic development, to be used for incentives if 

needed to attract new business. Other funds are set aside for commitments related to the 

future outlet mall, schools, capital projects and encumbrances. Mr. Peterson stated it was 

the funds set aside for planned prior year surpluses that got his attention. He questioned 

whether or not it was good fiscal policy to maintain rolling planned surplus. This item is 

planned over the next five years as an annual surplus. These funds are never intended to 

be spent during the budget year. He noted he had previously suggested two options: 

meeting identified needs or returning to the citizens. He noted that Mr. Hazard had 

followed this up with the suggestion of a two cent tax cut.  

If these funds are not to be used otherwise, he would support that position. If, on 

the other hand, we have unmet needs, he would support the use of those funds to meet 

those needs and eliminate the use of rolling surpluses. 

Mr. Hazzard stated that one of the things he had noticed is in the five year general 

plan. We don’t have a tax increase in pennies. We have a tax increase in assessments. He 

noted the real estate assessment increases through FY19 and stated that’s 23% more than 

the revenue coming in today, just on real estate taxes. It does not include personal 

property or sales tax. We’re not addressing spending at this point. These are matters of 

growth in revenue and surpluses that they are talking about using. The question comes 

up, are we better off to let the County decide what to do with it or try to give some of it 

back to the citizens. They did not intend to include it in this budget. If it went into effect 

at all it would be January 1st of next year. He stated that he has studied this issue at 

length. 

Mrs. Kelly-Wiecek stated that over the last several years real estate tax 

assessments have been going down. That means revenue was going down. During that 
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time the Board did not choose to raise the tax rate. Through staff and other partners, 

Hanover County was able to do more with less.  When we talk about increasing revenues 

and controlling growth, it’s only fair to look at costs that the Board can’t control, such as 

retirement.  Other costs we can’t control include energy costs, cost to operate vehicles 

and health care. These have not decreased. 

Hearing no other comments, the Chairman opened the public hearing and asked 

that anyone wishing to speak for or against the matter come forward.  

 

Name: Dr. Michelle Schmitt District Chickahominy 

Budget Topic Area: Tax cut and public safety 

Stated the Sheriff and Fire Chief asked for more positions and the Commonwealth 

Attorney asked for more funding to stay competitive in salaries. She questioned why a 

tax decrease would be considered when we are not currently meeting public safety needs. 

With increased development, there will be even more demand for public safety officials. 

 

Name: Mr. William Brenzovich District Mechanicsville 

Budget Topic Area: Proposed budget/CSB 

Voiced support of proposed budget on behalf of Community Services Board. Described 

services provided by the CSB and stated these functions are essential. He asked for full 

support of the FY15 budget as presented. 

 

Name: Ms. Janice Maino District Beaverdam 

Budget Topic Area: Tax and school technology 

Hanover County teacher and resident. Described outdated systems being used in the 

schools and explained necessity for updated programs to prepare students for college and 

life outside of the public schools.  Asked that current tax rate be kept and funds be 

earmarked specifically for schools to update computers and software. 
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Name: Mr. Dan Johnson District South Anna 

Budget Topic Area: General 

Spoke in opposition of a tax cut. Can only support a tax cut after all public safety needs 

are met. Asked that no tax cut occur until Sheriff’s Office, Schools, Fire/EMS and other 

needs are met. 

 

Name: Mr. Robert Barnette District Mechanicsville 

Budget Topic Area: Social Services 

Speaking in support of Hanover Department of Social Services. He fully supports the 

proposed budget. Spoke of services provided by Social Services and the need for 

additional funds to provide these services. Asks that the FY15 budget be supported by the 

Board. 

 

Name: Mr. Owen Matthews District Beaverdam 

Budget Topic Area: School budget 

Speaking on behalf of School Superintendent’s Business Advisory Committee. Described 

reasons for additional funds for the schools. Asked that the school budget be approved as 

presented.  

 

Name: Ms. Kay Loving District Beaverdam 

Budget Topic Area: Education 

Spoke in opposition of what’s going on with the budget and education in Hanover. She 

asked that the budget not be cut. She further asked that the schools be repaired and 

technology be improved.  

 

Name: Ms. MaryAnn Pugh District South Anna 

Budget Topic Area: Education 

Spoke on school needs. The list of unmet needs in education program is long. She asked 

that the Board meet all unmet needs: Schools, Sheriff’s Office, Social Services and 

Fire/EMS department. 
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Name: Ms. Gianna Clark District Henry 

Budget Topic Area: Education 

Spoke on behalf of the Hanover Education Foundation in support of school proposed 

budget. Believes the proposed budget aligns well with school needs. Fully supports 

proposed budget and recommends approval. 

 

Name: Ms. Caroline Griffin District Cold Harbor 

Budget Topic Area: Taxation 

Spoke in support of the proposed school budget. She stated that she is opposed to the tax 

cut. 

 

Name: Ms. Toni Radler District Ashland 

Budget Topic Area: Operating budget 

Spoke against the tax cut. She is concerned that Board will do to the operating budget 

what has been done to the infrastructure needs.  

 

Name: Mr. Bill Callahan District Chickahominy 

Budget Topic Area: Two cent decrease for HPE 

Spoke on behalf of Hanover Public Educators. Glad that proposed budget offers much 

deserved needs for teachers, public safety and others. Asked that the Superintendent, 

Department Heads and County Administrator be given the funds they need. 

 

Name: Ms. Julie Keaney District Ashland 

Budget Topic Area: Proposed tax decrease 

Spoke against proposal to cut taxes. She values what tax dollars do for the community for 

schools, emergency services and public safety needs. Schools have been doing more with 

less. Feels cutting taxes would be fiscally irresponsible.  
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Name: Ms. Rachel Levy District Ashland 

Budget Topic Area: Education 

Spoke on behalf of Friends of Hanover Schools. Appreciates the increase in funding over 

last years’ school budget. Continues to be concerned about continued needs for schools. 

Strongly opposed to two cent tax cut that was suggested and believes that committing to 

such a tax cut would be irresponsible.  

 

Name: Ms. Mary Ellen Colangilo District Henrico Resident 

Budget Topic Area: Schools and safety 

Hanover County Teacher. Stated she is baffled by the proposal of tax cut. It has been 

made clear that schools and public safety entities are underfunded. Confused as to why 

Hanover has proposed tax decrease when Henrico has passed a meals tax to support 

education. 

 

Name: Mr. Chris Pace District Chickahominy 

Budget Topic Area: Public services 

Hanover County teacher. Spoke on outdated technology such as Windows 2003 systems. 

Need to keep our children’s’ needs in the forefront. He is in support of the school budget 

and against a tax decrease. 

 

Name: Mr. Bob Bailey District Chickahominy 

Budget Topic Area: General 

Spoke in support of Sheriff Office budget request. Commended Board on their leadership 

and consideration of a tax cut. Potential waste in Hanover County spending was looked at 

in the past and there was never any wasteful spending found.  
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Name: Mr. John Datovech District Ashland 

Budget Topic Area: Proposed real estate tax rate reduction 

Spoke in opposition to tax decrease. Spoke on need for low tax rates to maintain school 

system, repair aging buildings and improve technology to stay competitive with 

surrounding localities. Tax decrease will have little impact on citizens.  

 

Name: Ms. Angela Downer District Ashland 

Budget Topic Area: School Board budget 

President of Hanover Professional Educators. Acknowledged work done by 

Superintendent and School Board. Feels 2% raise is insufficient. HPE is asking that any 

surplus funds from state or local services be applied to teacher salaries. 

 

Name: Mr. Julian Parr District Chickahominy 

Budget Topic Area: Budget process 

Purpose of public hearing is to get the reaction of the citizens. Does not see a consensus 

to lower tax rate. 

 

Name: Mr. Serena Campbell District Cold Harbor 

Budget Topic Area: Taxes 

As a teacher in Hanover County, she was afforded an abundance of opportunities. 

Teachers are frustrated with the staff size. She is not in favor of a tax decrease. 

 

Name: Ms. Pat Pace District Beaverdam 

Budget Topic Area: Tax reduction 

Spoke in opposition of a tax reduction. Stated she believes additional funds should be 

used in the schools. 
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Name: Charles W. Talley District Beaverdam 

Budget Topic Area: Cost 

Stated that he has looked at the school budget. He is concerned about therapist salaries, 

toddlers in schools, wasteful spending in County and expensive tools in the trade center. 

 

Name: James Hill District Chickahominy 

Budget Topic Area: Real estate tax reduction 

Stated that he is disappointed by comments made tonight. The budget can be reduced. 

The school budget is adequately funded. He asked for the budget to be examined for 

reductions that can be made. 

 

Name: Kay Pangraze District Ashland 

Budget Topic Area: Support of budget 

Spoke on behalf of Hanover County Business Council. She supports the budget as 

presented. She spoke in opposition of a tax decrease. 

 

Name: Larnie Allgood District Cold Harbor 

Budget Topic Area: School Board budget 

Stated that the School Board budget showed judgment and restraint but could easily be 

cut. He spoke in support of Mr. Hazard’s comments. 

Seeing no one else come forward, Mr. Davis closed the public hearing. He 

reminded citizens that there are many opportunities for citizens to provide input. Board 

Members encourage this input. 

III. Announcements 

 None 

 

IV. Adjournment  

 At 8:20 p.m., the Chairman adjourned the meeting to April 9, 2014 in the Hanover 

County Administration Building at 2:00 p.m. 


