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Authorization for Zoning Ordinance Amendment Pertaining to Microbreweries

The comprehensive update to the County’s business zoning district regulation
included provisions to permit microbrewers with restaurants as a permitted use in the
B-1, B-2, and B-3 districts, while also permitting stand-alone microbreweries that
produce no more than 10,000 barrels per year as a conditional use in the B-3 district.
Staff has become aware that there has been tremendous growth in the popularity of
microbreweries within the past several years. Staff also recognizes that Hanover
County has identified several areas for Destination Commerce uses along Interstate
95. It has become apparent through research that the ordinances as currently
structured do not sufficiently address the operational and locational trends of the
microbrew industry. To ensure that Hanover County remains a competitive location
for the siting of microbreweries staff is requesting that the Board of Supervisors
authorize an ordinance amendment to further refine the County’s microbrewery land
use regulations.

Specifically staff recommends that the ordinance be amended to included stand-alone
microbreweries that produce no more than 10,000 barrels per year as a permitted use
in the B-1 and B-2 districts. Additional staff recommends that microbreweries that
produce more than 10,000 barrels be permitted as a use by right in the B-3 district.
Lastly, staff recommends that all breweries, micro or otherwise, be permitted as a use
by right in the M-2 district. Currently breweries (currently classified in the Zoning
Ordinance as distilleries) are permitted as a use by right in the M-3 district. Staff
would note there is a significant distinction between the brewing which involves
fermentation distilling.

The production limits recommended are a reflection of current ABC licensing

standards.

Authorize staff to prepare a zoning ordinance amendment to modify the zoning
regulations pertaining to microbreweries and breweries.



